The relevance of ethnographic understanding to Aboriginal anti-grog initiatives.
Aboriginal initiatives to "beat the grog" may or may not draw on ethnographies of Aboriginal drinking behaviour. The deeper reason for this uncertainty has to do with fundamental ideas of citizenship and (self) governance. What is the relevance of "culture" to individual responsibility? This paper reviews this question at three levels; the political debate about "rights" and "responsibility", ethnographic depictions of Aborigines as both group-dominated and individualistic, and through one Aboriginal organization's embracing of the perspectives of Alcoholic's Anonymous.